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[Letter 61] 


W.W. Belknap, Secretary War 

Geo. S. Boutwell, Secretary Treasury 

Hamilton Fish, Secretary State 

January 9, 1872 

[Adhere to their award of $125,000 as compensation for use of the “Art Building”] 


To the President of the Board of Trustees of the “Corcoran Gallery of Art”. 


Sir: 

Referring to the petition of the Board of Trustees of the “Corcoran Gallery of Art” for a larger 
allowance as compensation for the use of the Art Building and ground than that awarded by the 
Board appointed for the purpose by the act of Congress incorporating the Trustees of the 
Institution, we have the honor to inform you that the whole subject of compensation has again 
been considered by the Board, who adhere to their award of $125,000 and will submit the whole 
matter to Congress. 


Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servants, 

W.W. Belknap, Secretary of War 

George S. Boutwell, Secretary of the Treasury 
Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State 


Washington, D.C., 
January 9th, 1872. 


[Letter 62] 


J.W. [Schaerff?] 
January 22, 1872 
[Will sell picture of “The Tatum” for $2500.] 


Williamsburgh, N.Y. January 22, 1872 
Mr. W.W. Corcoran 


Dear Sir 

According to your kind letter, February 11th, 1871, you have handed my offer, concerning the 
sale of my painting “the Tatum” (Tate), to the Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of Art. As | have 
not heard from that source yet, | take the liberty to ask you the favor to inform said Trustees, 
that | am willing to sell the said painting to them for the sum of $2500. Hoping, that | am not to 
troublesome to you in asking you for the above favor, | would feel myself very much honored by 
your kind answer on this matter at your earliest convenience and remain 


Very respectfully 


Your [?H.] Servant 
J.W. [Schaerff?] 


Please address: No 85, Sixth Street, between S. 4th and 5th Streets, Williamsburgh, N.Y. 


[back of letter 62] 

Corcoran Art Gallery 

Please deliver to [illegible word] my portrait of [illegible word] [illegible word] Marshall 
[S.P. Chase] 

Feb. 1, 72 


[Letter 63] 

S.P. Chase 

February 1, 1872 

Order to deliver portrait of Marshall 


Receipt for same 


[Letter 64] 


See #86 [may refer to letter 86] 
[Letter 65] 


Aug. Le Plongeon 
April 20, 1872 
Offering two valuable pictures from Priv [private?], for sale 


[N.?B] This small notice of the pictures was published by the Editor of the Scribner Magazine in 
January’s Number - of this year - [newspaper clipping notice of ‘Two Remarkable Paintings’ 
included] 


Hog[?] Marcy [Armorie?] [Marcy Armory?] 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

April 20, 1872 

A. Hyde Esq. 

Secretary of the Corcoran Gallery of Art 


Dear Sir, 

On returning after days ago from a lecturing tour, that has engrossed my attention during the 
last months, | found at home the paintings which formed the subject matter of my letter of 
December 18th, 1871. | expected that by this time they were in England, but my friends have 
detained them, desirous they should remain in this country. They are too costly, | find for any 
private collection, in the U.S. but would do honor to any public gallery, and be quite an attractive 
feature. | need not [eulogize?] such works of art- they speak for themselves, and art critics have 
published in the various papers of N.Y. columns of [Economics?] - All | can say is that they 
would not be out of place in the London National Gallery or in the Louvre Museum, or any of the 
great European Collections. 


| now take the pen, to bring the subject before you, at the urgent insistence of my friends. 
Merely to gratify their desires, as | have resolved to [sent?] the pictures to England - probably 
[next?] week. 


Remembering that in your favor of the 19th of December last, you said that Mr. Corcoran might 
possibly be back from Europe in February, surmising that this gentleman might be glad to add 
such valuable works to those he already possess, should he be informed of their existence in 
the Country, | take the liberty to mention the fact to him; and bring the matter before the 
Committee of Trustees for their consideration - | will [state?] here, that since my last letter to 
you, these paintings have been examined by connoisseurs and artists, been pronounced not 
only originals, but masterpieces to be surpassed by none, if equalled. 


Mr. Jackson Jarves of Boston, said to be one of the best judges and art critics in this country 
has greatly admired these, in fact pronounced them too good to be properly appreciated by the 
majority of our people. 


Hoping you will not consider me as intruding on your time, and to learn that Congress has done 
justice to Mr. Corcoran and to the Trustees of the Gallery | subscribe myself again. 


Yours very respectfully 
Augustus Le Plongeon 


[Letter #66] 


Sister M. Bernard Graham 
June 5, 1872 
Loan of $50,000 


Comment of the [Initiative?] 
June 5, 1872 


My dear Mr. Corcoran, 

When | wrote to you | was in great hopes we would be able to get the money we needed at 7 
per cent, as we did not want to go higher, but as we find that is impossible, we have authorized 
Mr. W. Tyler to obtain it for us through you at 7 %, [? h?] less, if he can get it for less. 

We want fifty thousand dollars for fifteen years, and would prefer to be able to draw the money 
as we would need it for the building, but Mr. Tyler thinks this not probable, but that we shall 
have to take the whole amount at one time - We will mortgage our property for the debt, known 
as the Consent and Academy of the Visitation near Georgetown. The titles are perfectly clear. 

| need not assume you my dear Sir, that we appreciate exceedingly the interest you have 
manifested for us, and both friendship and gratitude will secure for you a [fervorish?] 
remembrance in the prayers. Your ready kindness [brings?] [thy?] mind that good old fashioned 
song “Old friends and true friends, Ne’er talk to me of new friends”, and | believe as we all grow 
older, we often repeat this sentiment to ourselves - You have greatly obliged us dear Sir, but it is 
no new feeling [in?] your heart, the pleasure of doing good, and | trust our good God will reward 
you both in time and eternity - Believe me my dear Mr. Corcoran 


With great respect 

Yours sincerely, 

S. M. Bernard Graham 

For the Sisters of the Visitation 
D.S.B 

Georgetown, D.C. 


P.S. We will take sixty thousand dollars at that percentage - 


[Letter #67] 


Sister M. Bernard Graham 

June 6, 1872 

Asking if loan can be secured at 7% 
Convent of the Visitation 

June 6, 1872 


My dear Mr. Corcoran 


| do not wish to [overstay?] your goodness, as indeed we are very grateful for what you have 
already done, [such?] | feel it necessary to ask you if it would be possible for us to get that 
money at 7 per cent? 

Do you think dear Sir you can bring any influence to obtain it for us at that rate? It is urgent for 
us to keep up with the times and make improvements in our Academy, but we have a very large 
community to support, and our immense yearly outlay, though personally our mode of life is 
exceedingly plain - taking this into consideration and remembering our only income worth 
speaking of, is the school, you may judge this debt with a heavy interest is a [very?] great 
undertaking for us. 

The building will be a [vash?] public improvement to Georgetown, and our Institution can 
scarcely be called a private one, where so much is done for the poor, and a regularly organized 
benevolent school attached to our Academy, where the poor receive both education and 
[heavy? Care which we bestow in the pay - school - Why dear Sir is it necessary to offer the 
additional interest to obtain for us this money when it is now at 7 per cent> 

| hope | am not [misfortunate] but | felt so very much disappointed at with getting it for 7 per 
cent, | concluded to write and ask if there is yet any hope you can procure it for that rate - 
Perhaps it is not too late, and you can urge the matter in thine gentlemen connected with the 
business and influence them in our favor - | shall wait [impossibly?] to hear the result of your 
efforts and believe dear Sir 


With great respect 

and gratitude 

Yours sincerely 

S. M. Bernard Graham 

Of the Visitation - of the [B.?.M.] 
Georgetown, D.C. 


[additional letter with Letter #67] 


Sister M. Bernard Graham 
June 6, 1872 


Convent of the Visitation 
June 6, 1972 


Dear Sir 


Understanding that you attend to Mr. Corcoran’s confidential business, | enclose you a note for 

him, which it will oblige me much if you will give it to him yourself, and add to it your influence - | 
am extremely anxious to procure if possible, that money for 7 per-cent, and hope Mr. Corcoran 

can obtain it for us at that interest. 


Respectfully 

Yours 

S. M. Bernard Graham 
Anthony Hyde Esq. 


[Letter #68] 


George T.M. Davis 
July 29, 1872 
In relations to a bequest from Mrs. Abbey B. Mills, to the Art Gallery 


New York July 29, 1872 
The Corcoran Gallery 
at Washington, D.C. 
Georgetown 


On the 10th of this month | filed in the Surrogate's Office of this city a will executed by Mrs. 
Abbey B. Mills which she had left with me some length of time before her death under a 
personal pledge that | would so file in in the event of my surviving her. The persons named in it 
are Mrs. Alice Turner [Wood?] - The Corcoran Gallery at Washington D.C. - Henry Edmant 
Pelham Sutton - the Children of John L. Mills - E.C.D. Kittredge of The Trustees and Faculty of 
Williams College. 


Yours Very Respectfully, 
George T.M. Davis 
NY Exchange Place 


[Letter #69] 


[Back of letter has wording of the ending of the letter but this information is provided in the 
appropriate portion of this transcription] 


Mrs. R.H. Chilton 

August 16th, 1872 

See “Circular” 

August 16, 1872 

Offering “Medalic History” Ancient coins, medals [etc?] and about 70 books for sale. 


Rampant St. [Crinn?] [Toulouse?] [N.?.] August 16, 1872 
Most [worthy?] Sir, 


Learning from mutual friends of your noble musificence to the embellishing of public institutions, 
| address this letter to you soliciting your interest in this opportunity to obtain for your “Art 
Gallery” so valuable acquisition as my Medalic History - in ancient modern coins, medals, 
tokens, books, plus. The books are the most rare and valuable escords, as well they are in 
perfect condition numbering about seventy vols. 

This State Legislature passed a Bill to the second [reading?] appropriating twenty thousand 
dollars to buy them for this State University. The Bill was left with the Finance Committee for a 
better condition of funds: and my circumstances and health compels me to seek another more 
immediate payment for them: as they are the [“Indians? Mite!?”] either the [?] [?] if you will 
instruct them will attend to [general?] interest in the matter 

The collection is in the Bank of [Like?] - [Lapeyre?] [?][?] | owing Mr. [Lapeyres?] estate one 
thousand dollars; the Bill was presented to the Legislature by Mr. D. [H.?] [Seinner?] and 
sustained by Mr. [Lapeyre?] he loaned me the money from my house rent. And | will receive 
your Offer in the value for them as your [liberality?] and judgement [suggest?]. 

Trusting you will buy this collection as it would proudly adorn any public institution, as perhaps 
this [not equaled?] on the continent, there by making me grateful 


Most Respectful 
Widow R.H. Chilton 


[Circular to Literary, Art and Science Associations included with Letter #69] 
[Back of Circular] 


Mrs. Chilton 
August 16, 1872 
Circular offering a large collection of coins for sale 


[Letter #70] 
August 23, 1872 
A. Hyde 

Dear Sir, 


The bearer of this note, Edward [O’Conner?] desires to have some papers (recommendations) 
which | placed in your hands | think - If you think it proper please hand them to him. 


Most kindly, 
[J.C.?] Hall 


[Back of Letter #70] 
Hall. [J.C.?] 


Asking to have papers of Ed. O’Conner returned to him. 
August 23, 1872 


